The regularly scheduled meeting of the Norton City Council was held Tuesday, July 21,
2020, at 6:00 p.m., in the Municipal Council Chambers with Mayor Joseph Fawbush presiding.

Council Members Present: William Mays, Robert Fultz, Jr., Joseph Fawbush. and Delores
Belcher

Also Present: Fred L. Ramey, Jr., City Manager, and Jeffery L. Shupe. Finance Director
Absent: Councilman Mark Caruso

The invocation was given by Councilman Robert Fultz and was followed by the Pledge of
Aliegiance led by Mr. Ben A. Foy, Jr., board member of Rolling Thunder, Inc., Chapter 4 of
Tennessee (Rolling Thunder, Inc., TN4).

Upon a motion by Councilman Mays, seconded by Councilman Fullz, and passed by the
following unanimous vote: YES - Mays, Fultz, Belcher, Fawbush NO - None, ABSENT
Caruso, council moved to adopt the minutes of the June 30, 2020, meeting as prescnted.

During the Mayor’s Call tor Visitors, Mr. Ron Norris, owner of NorrisBuilt Fabrication, 520
Kentucky Avenue S.W., spoke brieflv to council regarding Governor Ralph Northram’s recent
announcement to step up enforcement of the state’s mask mandate by giving local health
departments the authority to revoke a company’s business license if the business does not
enforce the governor’s mask mandate due to COVID-19. Mr. Norris explained the work his
company performs and said that for safety reasons and health restrictions some of his
employees cannot wear a mask. He wanted to know council’s position on revoking his
company s city business license due to the inability of some of his cmplovees not being able to
wear a mask.

After a brief discussion, Mayor Fawbush informed Mr. Norris that his question was a legal
matter and council would need to consult with the city attorney and ge: back with him on the
issue.

A public hearing was held to solicit comments on a proposed Ordinance Adding Article X1
to the City Code to Implement a Local Hospital Provider Assessment in the City.

Mr. Ramey told council that Norton Community Hospital Chief Exccutive Officer and Vice
President Mark Leonard approached council on June 2™ regarding « local hospital assessment
fee that would allow Norton Community Hospital to be compensated for unreimbursed costs ot
treating Medicaid patients by the city assessing a local hospital fee for the ncxt seven years.
Mr. Ramey said City Attorney William Bradshaw prepared an ordinance that addresses the
statutory regulations of the Code of Virginia and meets the financial concerns cily
administration had regarding the city’s financial position when applying for grants or other
funding. Mr. Ramey said the percentage rate is six percent but the assessment fec is not known
at this time; however, the ordinance is ready for council’s consideration,

After Mr. Leonard answered a few questions from council, Mayor Fawbush opened the
public hearing,.

There being no public comment, Mayor Fawbush closed the public hearing.

Upon a motion by Councilman Mays, seconded by Councilwoman Belcher. and passed by
unanimous roll call vote, council moved to adopt an Ordinance Adding Article XI 1o the City
Code to Implement a Local Hospital Provider Assessment in the City. (Insert)



A public hearing was held to receive comments on a Proposed Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Proposal to be Submitted to the Virginia Department of Housing and
Community Development (DHCD) for the Norton City ~ Small Business Recovery Assistance
Project.

Mr. Ramey said this is the second public hearing for a potential application for grant
funding to assist local businesses in recovery due to COVID-19. He said the original intent of
the public hearing was for each locality to apply for funding separately and work individually
with LENOWISCO Planning District which would manage funding for each locality. Mr.
Ramey said it has since been determined that one applicant for the region, the City of Norton,
will apply tor funding on behalf of the region and manage the program.

LENOWISCO Planning District senior planner Frank Kibler, was present to inform council
about the process. He said that DHCD suggested that all four counties and the city submit one
block grant application for the region. Mr. Kibler said the city will be the grant applicant for a
total request of $1,600.000, which will be distributed as follows: Scott and Lee Counfies -
$500,000 each: and Wise County and the City of Norton $300,000 each. He said
LENOWISCO will assist the city with the guidelines for how the funding may be spent and
there will be an oversight committee handling the business applications which will make it
easier on all localities.

After a brief discussion, Mayor Fawbush opened the second public hearing.

There being no public comment, Mayor Fawbush closed the second public hearing.

Upon a motion by Councilman Fultz, seconded by Councilman Mays, and passed by the
foilowing unanimous rofl call vote: YES - Fultz, Mays. Belcher, Fawbush, NO - Norne,
ABSENT - Caruso. council moved to authorize city administration to submit a regional
application on behalf of Scott, Lee, and Wise Counties and the City of Norton for a Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Proposal to the Virginia Department of Housing and
Community Development (DHCD) for the Small Business Recovery Assistance Project and for
the City of Norton 10 act as the fiscal agent for the grant. (Insert)

In council's packets was a Resolution of Compliance that included the following required
documents related to a Community Development Block Grant: Resolution to Appropriate
Funds; Local Business and Employment Plan; Non-Discrimination Policy; Anti-Displacement
Plan; and Fair Housing Certification.

Mr. Ramey advised that as part of any CDBG application, the city is required to provide
resolutions, certifications. plans, and policies as part of the application, review, and approval
process.

Upon a motion by Councilwoman Belcher, seconded by Councilman Mays, and passed by
unanimous vote, council moved to adopt a Resolution of Compliance related to a Community
Development Block Grant. (Insert)

The next item was an update on the MIA/POW Memorial in Veterans Park.

The city manager, via a PowerPoint Presentation, presented members with an update on the
project and told council the city instalied a 4-foot concrete pad for the project and members of
the Rolling Thunder, Inc.. Chapter 4 of Tennessec (Rolling Thunder, Inc., TN4) installed the
memorial. Mr. Ramey then introduced Mr. Foy to discuss the memorial dedication.

Mr. Foy thanked the city and city employees for assisting in the installation of the
MIA/POW Memorial and noted that city workers helped a great deal with installation of the
memorial. He said dedication will be at noon on Saturday, August 8. Mr. Foy noted that in
case of inclement weather, Park Avenue Theatre has offered the use of their facility for the



dedication. He said flowers were placed at the memorial and he thanked Rolling Thunder, Inc.,
Chapter 4 of Tennessee for endorsing the installation of the memorial in Norton's Veterans
Park.

Mayor Fawbush thanked Mr. Foy for his effort and vision in making this project a reality
and noted that the MIA/POW Memorial is very fitting in Velterans Park.

Council had been presented with a Resolution in Support of the City’s Transportation Goals
and Objectives from Strategically Targeled and Affordable Roadway Solutions (STARS)
Report, Rural Long-Range Plan for 2035. the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT)
Six-Year Plan. and the city’s Capital Plan.

Mr. Ramey told council that VDOT currently requires a resolution indicating council’s
support for any application submission. He said that council had actually authorized the
application previously when council authorized city administration to submit two SmartScale
pre-applications. Mr. Ramey said he was recently notified that the final applications are due in
early August and that VDOT requested that communities review all transportation goals. Mu.
Ramey told council that he created « list of the city’s main transportation goals using the
recently completed STARS study, regional Rural Long-Range Plan for 2035, and the city’s
Capital Improvement Plan to prioritize the projects into short-term, mid-term. and long-term
goal’ to attach 1o the VDOT resolution. He noted that the city’s transportation goals will
becdme part of the city’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) each year and that the city’s
objectives will move throughout the various goals as projects are addressed.

Upon a motion by Councilwoman Belcher, seconded by Councilman Mays, and passed by
unanimous vote, council moved to adopt a Resolution in Support of the City’s Transportation
Goals and Objectives from Strategically Targeted and Affordable Roadway Solutions (STARS)
Report, Rural Long-Range Plan for 20335, the Virginia Department of Transportation’s {(VDOT)
Six-Year Plan. and the city’s Capital Plan. (Insert)

Also included in packets for council consideration was a transfer to Norton Cily Schools.
dated June 3, 2020, in the amount of $156,000 for the school board building purchase
appropriated at the June 2, 2020, council meeting.

Upon a motion by Councilwoman Belcher, seconded by Councilman Mays, and passed by
unanimous roll call vote, council moved to confirm the transfer to Norton City Schools, as
stated above.

Upon a motion by Councilwoman Belcher, seconded by Councilman Fultz, and passed by
the following roll call vote: YES — Fultz, Mays, Belcher, Fawbush, NO — None, ABSENT -
Caruso, council moved to go into closed meeting for Personnel as per Section 2.2-3711 (A) (1)
of the Code of Virginia, as amended.

Mayor Fawbush declared council in closed meeting.

Upon a motion by Councilwoman Belcher, seconded by Councilman Mays, and passed by
unanimous vote, council moved to go back into open meeting.
Mayor Fawbush declared council back in open meeting.

The clerk polled each member of council as to the Certification of Closed Meeting with
each answering yes. The clerk then read a Resolution of the Certification of Closed Meeling.



Upon a motion by Councilman Mays, seconded by Councilman Fultz, and passed by
unanimous vote, council moved to adopt A Resolution of the Certification of Closed Meeting.
{Insert)

Mayor Fawbush opened the floor for nominations to the Heart of Appalachia Tourism

Authority for a two-year lerm to expire July 1, 2022.

Councilwoman Belcher nominated Beth Walker to be reappointed to the Heart of
Appalachia Tourism Authority for a two-year term to expire July 1, 2022.

Upon a motion by Councilman Mays, seconded by Councilman Fultz, and passed by
unanimous vote, council moved that the nominations cease.

Mayor Fawbush declared Beth Walker reappointed to the Heart of Appalachia Tourism
Authority. as stated above.

Mayor Fawbush opened the floor for nomination to the Appalachian Community Action
and Development Agency, Inc., for a five-year term to expire July 21, 2025.

Councilman Fuliz nominated Cecil Abe Rutherford 111 to be appointed to the Appalachian
Community Action and Development Agency, Inc., for a five-year term to expire July 21,
2025.

Upon a motion by Councilwoman Belcher, seconded by Councilman Mays, and passed by
unanimous vote, council moved that the nominations cease.

Mayor Fawbush declared Cecil Abe Rutherford to be appointed to the Appalachian
Community Action and Development Agency, Inc., as stated above.

In comments from the city manager:

Mr. Ramey informed council that the Virginia Department of Labor and Industry (DOLI)
has developed emergency temporary standards for preventing the spread of COVID-19 and to
protect Virginia's workers. He said there is a quick deadline requiring the city 1o meel these
standards and he is asking council’s authorization in the form of a motion for city
administration to work directly with the city attorney and the city’s insurer 1o set forth basic
policies and procedures for meeting these statutory requirements.

Upon a motion by Councilwoman Belcher, seconded by Councilman Fultz, and passed by
unanimous vote, council moved to authorize city administration to work directly with the city
attorney and the citv’s insurer to set forth basic policies and procedures for meeting these
statutory requirements.

Mr. Rameyv told council the Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (PSAP) project is progressing
nicely.

Mr. Ramev said the Water Treatment Plant received a 2019 Excellence in Waterworks
Opcration and a copy of the award is provided at each member’s desk.
~ Mr. Ramey provided council with copies of the latest financials and the High Knob and
Flag Rock Recreation Area traffic counts.

Mr. Ramey also distributed the latest Retail Sales Tax Report.

The following comments were made by council members:

Councilman Fuliz said downtown is looking good and noted that he observed the PSAP
contractor working on Sunday.



Councilman Fultz commented that a few years ago over 25 downtown storefronts were
vacant, but that situation has significantly improved.

Councilman Fultz stated the sales tax report is positive and he remains cautiously
optimistic, but he is still concerned about specific businesses that have not had an opportunity
to do as well during the pandemic. He is hopeful the city can do something with the CDBG
grant for these businesses.

Councilman Fuliz stated that he would not be in favor of revoking a company’s business
license for not enforcing the governor’s mask mandate. He said he wants to be careful but
threatening businesses is troubling (o him.

Councilman Fultz said school starts back in two weeks with classes being held at school
Monday through Thursday and virtually on Fridays.

Councilwoman Belcher noted that downtown is looking impressive and that she is glad to
see one business moving back to the business district.

Councilwoman Belcher commented that she saw work being done on the Coke sign.

Councilwoman Belcher said common sense goes a long way when dealing with COVID-19
and everyone knows what needs to be done to stop the spread of the disease.

Councilwoman Belcher stated she is pleased to see the Sales Tax Report improving.

€ouncilwoman Belcher told Police Chiet James Lane if the police depariment ever needed
any help to contact her.

Councilwoman Belcher thanked city statf for their efforts in keeping the city running,

Mayor Fawbush said he participated in on a conference call with the city manager and
noted that city had invested approximately$60,000 in downtown and that business owners had
invested over half a million dollars.

Mayor Fawbush said he is impressed with the new downtown crosswalks. He noted that
the crosswalks and ramps are a nice improvement to downtown.

Mayor Fawbush told Police Chiel James Lane his department will probably reccive
numérous calls regarding individuals not wearing the mandated face masks but to continue
keeping the peace.

Mayor Fawbush stated he agreed with Councilwoman Belcher in practicing common sense
and utilizing protocols currently in place to stop the spread of COVID-19.

There being no further business to come before council, Mayor Fawbush declared the
meeting adjourned.
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